
THE AUSSIE & THE 
INDIAN TELLS…

is a sneaky desire to ride a Royal Enfi eld 
in India! Oh, and Italy and New Zealand 
and USA for 6 months. Joanne kept 
adding countries, but I got the drift: this 
lady has a lot to conquer and I have no 
doubt she will.

Overall Joanne’s experience and 
acceptance as a female rider has been 
consistently positive, although once 
she was made to feel uncomfortable 
when near a group of  outlaw bikers 
- they made it clear they didn’t think 
women belonged in their space or 
the ‘biker space’.

Joanne tells me that so many people 
are blown away when they learn the 
diversity of  her interests: a very serious 
corporate job, a couple of  motorcycles, a 
life playing classical piano, a single Mum. 
All while listening to Meatloaf, Bluejuice, 
Badloves on to Debussy and Mozart for 
some classical wanderings. Phew! How 
does Jo’s 17 year old daughter keep up! 

Ending our chat, Jo leans forward to 
tell me that only a biker knows why a 
dog sticks its head out of  a car window. 

Yep, ya got that right Jo! I lean forward 
and ask, “fancy a ride next weekend 
down your way!”

 

DESERT SANDS, EXOTIC 
LANDS ARE HOME TO 
WIDDY AND RAVEN

I fi rst met Widdy in cyberspace. 
Instagram seems to be the new 
platform for meeting like-minded folk. 
Apart from the fact that Widdy rides an 
Indian Scout (I ride a Chief  Vintage) 
she lives in Dubai, is of  Palestinian 
origin and rides with a bike group called 
‘The Knights’. My perception of  The 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) was a 
couple of  things; extravagant, desert 
sands, women in veils, exotic. So, when 
I connected with Widdy, I was intrigued 
at her complete departure from what 
I imagined. And I’m so glad my 
stereotyping has been shattered! 

Widdy (Widad Neiroukh) is a design 
consultant in the UAE. 

New to riding just since October 2018, 
she hopped on her fi rst bike, an Indian 
Scout, named Raven. Added some 
adjustments to the bike, aftermarket 
slip on exhaust pipes, upgraded the 

seat and footpegs to 
boards, Widdy is still 
thinking about adding 
a windshield. What 
no windshield in that 
country? WOW!

At fi rst scared to ride 
alone, Widdy joined up 
with a local group called, 
The Knights and felt 
instantly protected and 
confi dent. After a few trips and getting 
to know the bikes and her abilities she 
started venturing alone or with small 
groups. Widdy now loves to ride with 
all size groups or simply alone. She 
and Raven! Lady riders are certainly a 
minority in Dubai and Widdy has also 
found a group of  lady riders called the 
The Litas, Dubai.

Widdy explains; “My group, The 
Knights, has more than 60 members 
and Friday mornings and Tuesday nights 
are our offi cial rides. What drew me to 
them is the diversity of  the group, there 
is no discrimination over race, religion, 
culture, language, gender, fi nancial status 
or anything else. Plus the kindness they 
show and most importantly the respect 
to me as a female.” 

Widdy feels lucky to have had nothing 
but encouragement for being a “covered’ 
female biker. She proudly tells me she 
has racked up over 5000km in two 
months since becoming a ‘biker’.

So what inspired Widdy all of  a sudden 
to take up motorbike riding? 

She says: “I put together a list of  
things wanted to achieve before I 
turned 30. First item on my list was to 
ride on the back of  a Harley. I reached 
out to the community here and on my 

second ride I was addicted. I'm typically 
an overthinker and I've never felt clarity 
like I did when on the bike. I was fi nally 
free, mentally”. 

Her advice to women who are thinking 
of  riding, is just do it and soon you will 
say; “What took me so long, why have I 
not been riding all my life!”

Widdy dreams of  a US road trip 
one day, but for now her favourite 
destination is a desert area called Al 
Qudra. Although she gets frustrated 
when riding at high speeds against the 
direction of  the wind and the sand.  Get 
that windshield, Widdy! 

Favourite cuisine is Japanese, yet 
Widdy loves a traditional English roast 
dinner complete with pudding. Listens 
to Guns ‘n’ Roses, Queen and classic 
rock. Widdy certainly is full of  surprises 
and I’m looking forward to meeting her 
in real life in August 2019 when I stop 
over. The worst riding time of  year is 
middle of  summer, so it will be at night 
that I meet The Knights and my new 
international friends Widdy and Raven.

Chris Keeble – The Aussie & The Indian 
– follow her on Facebook and Instagram
You can follow Widdy on Instagram 
“widdyrides”   D
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